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Funeral home owner spends $10k to facilitate buy back

Funding for gun violence 
prevention

A package of  anti-violence 
funds was approved in July 
by Pennsylvania Gov. Tom 
Wolf  as part of  this year’s 
$45.2 billion state budget, in-
cluding $105 million in state 
grants for community vio-
lence prevention programs.

Also included was a $135 
million program to provide 
support for local law enforce-
ment. Pittsburgh and Allegh-
eny County are eligible for 
$20 million worth of  the one-
time funds, according to the 
state’s budget documents.

The specific details about 
what exactly the funding can 
be used for have not been 
announced yet, as the two 
programs are brand-new.

Pittsburgh Mayor Ed 
Gainey and his chief  of  staff, 
Jake Wheatley, also traveled 
to Harrisburg during budget 
discussions to advocate for 
funding for violence preven-
tion groups.

Open house at Carrie 
Blast Furnaces

On August 20, Rivers of  
Steel will be hosting an open 
house from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. at 
the Carrie Blast Furnaces. 
Stop by for a guided histori-
cal tour, visit the Iron Garden 
Walk and explore all their 
arts programs, from graffiti 
and folk arts to the excite-
ment of  a live hot metal pour. 
This free event is a great way 
to experience all that this 
National Historic Landmark 
has to offer.

Allegheny County's first 
ever Fall concert series

County Executive Rich 
Fitzgerald announced the 
county’s first-ever Fall Con-
cert Series. The four-concert 
line-up is part of  RADical 
Days, an annual thank you 
to the public with free admis-
sion, tours, performances, 
and family activities offered 
by the organizations and 
attractions that are funded 
by the Regional Asset District 
(RAD).

“Since the 1990s, the 
Regional Asset District has 
allowed for the continued 
investment in our quality 
of  life and that certainly 
includes our county parks,” 
said Fitzgerald. “We are excit-
ed to launch the Fall Concert 
Series as part of  this year’s 
RADical Days. Music brings 
people together in a way that 
nothing else does and hosting 
these concerts in our parks 
system invites residents and 
visitors alike to explore and 
use our parks in new and 
different ways.”

 The Fall Concert Series 
will be held each for four 
Saturdays beginning on 
Saturday, September 10 and 
ending on Saturday, October 
8. All concerts start at 2 PM 
and will be using the county’s 
showmobile stage. Vendors 
will also offer food and drink 
for purchase at each concert.

The complete schedule for 
the 2022 Fall Concert Series 
is below and available online 
at http://alleghenycounty.us/
special-events/fall-concerts.
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Three different police departments worked with each other during the buy-back. Braddock Hills, Edgewood, and Swissvale officers notated the serial num-
bers of guns that came in to check if any had been stolen, before sending the guns of to be destroyed. Photo By The Valley Mirror.

Cooking camp with Grandma Shirley

Funeral home buys back guns

Local youth learn to shop, prepare, cook recipies from senior citizens at 
summer cooking camp

By Emily O'Conly, 
The Valley Mirror

If  you come from a big family, 
then chances are that you have 
a sacred box in the kitchen that 
contains all of  grandma's reci-
pes and cooking tips. You know 
the one, you dig into it every time 
someone you know gets married 
so that you can help with the 
cookie table. For kids attending 
'Grandma Shirley's Cooking 
Camp' this summer, the feelings 
one gets from that box of  recipes 
came in the form of  a four-day 
workshop.  

Held by GIFT PGH (Giving It 
Forward, Together), the cooking 
camp ran from August 8 - Au-
gust 11 and contained a daily 
three-and-a-half-hour lesson 
and hands-on demonstration. 
GIFT was founded in 2015 when 
many communities were look-
ing for ways to support seniors 
by meeting their basic needs 
of  transportation and food in-
security. According to GIFT's 
website, there was a void and 
disconnect in recognizing the 
necessity for senior mental and 
physical well-being and the need 
for purposeful engagement. 
GIFT had a way of  making a 

profound change in neighbor-
hoods that included seniors by 
focusing on what seniors can do 
rather than can't.

Grandma Shirley's Cooking 
Camp is named after GIFT 
founder Rochel Tombasky's own 
grandmother, who passed away 
the previous year. Previously 
an event known as Throwback 
Table, the workshop was spread 
out over four days throughout 
the summer. "This is the first 
year we have done it in this 
format," said Emily Anderson, 
referring to the class now run-
ning more like a camp for four 
consecutive days. This year, 
GIFT partnered with Greater 
Valley Community Services to 
offer the program in the new 
format. 

Anderson, the creative direc-
tor of  GIFT, says that the camp 
will consist of  a small group 
of  youths aged eight through 
twelve and seniors over 60, with 
themes like healthy shopping 
strategies, knife and kitchen 
safety, meal planning, and more. 
"We have two recipes a day that 
we are making. Our goal is to 
have things that kids under the 

Chef Greg Austin, from 412 Food Rescue, instructed participants on how to 
chop fresh ingredients. Photo By Chanie Tombosky.
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By Emily O'Conly 
The Valley Mirror

Those in the funeral business 
are no stranger to the plethora 
of  gun-related deaths that affect 
so many families across the 
country. 

Every day, 64 Americans die 

by firearms suicide - one person 
every 22 minutes.

Thomas L. Nied Funeral 
Home in Swissvale has seen its 
fair share of  gun-related deaths 
in the past several years. 

Charlie Nied, director of  the 
Thomas L. Nied Funeral Home, 
grew up in Edgewood and is a 

lifelong resident of  the area. 
“My grandfather started the 
funeral home in 1922. He used 
to mine coal up on the hill in 
Swissvale,” said Nied. “My dad 
took over, and then I took over. I 
have been working here for over 
forty-some years.”

The Nieds were on a family 

vacation to Italy in the spring, 
discussing ways to celebrate 
the funeral home’s upcoming 
centennial. 

“I was thinking, what do I do 
for a town that has been so great 
to us? My daughter happened 
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