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Texas’ push two years ago to purge supposed noncitizens from the voter rolls 
was a fiasco in every sense. 

The effort threatened to disenfranchise tens of thousands of legitimate voters 
before a judge halted it, finding there was “no widespread voter fraud" to 
justify this fishing expedition. 

The debacle cost taxpayers $450,000 in legal settlements. 

The uproar cost the secretary of state his job. 

And now, astonishingly, Texas GOP officials are lining up to try this whole 
exercise again. 

Among the odious voter suppression bills filed this session, state Sen. Paul 
Bettencourt, R-Houston, has proposed Senate Bill 1114 requiring local 
elections officials to demand proof of citizenship from any voters the state 
suggests are not actually citizens. His SB 1113 would cut state funding to any 
offices that fail to follow through. 

The push for another voter purge is a ploy by Texas Republicans to rile their 
base with renewed claims of stolen elections and illegal voting — playing to the 
same delusions that prompted thousands of people to storm the U.S. Capitol 
in January. Undeterred by the danger of peddling such flammable lies, Texas 
lawmakers are playing with a new box of matches this session. 

All politicians should run to win on their ideas. Instead, as more of the state 

becomes politically competitive terrain, the Texas GOP is pushing to make 

voting harder for those who are less likely to vote for Republicans. That 

includes Hispanics, who were overwhelmingly targeted by the last voter purge 

effort, and lower-income residents who may not have the readily available 

documentation or time to take off work to prove to elections officials they are, 
indeed, lawful voters. 



Other bills seek to limit early voting hours, block conveniences like “drive-

through voting” and force disabled residents to provide written 

documentation of their condition in order to get a mail-in ballot. These so-

called “election integrity” measures — offered in the absence of any 

widespread voter fraud — serve only to tighten voting access in the state that 

already has the most restrictive voting laws in the country. 

The latest call to scour the voting rolls is particularly egregious, though. It 
seeks to prop up the discredited myth that immigrants are stealing votes, that 
non-Americans are influencing the outcome of elections. In reality, numerous 
studies have found voting by noncitizens is “incredibly rare,” typically 
involving a handful of ballots out of millions cast. A noncitizen who votes in a 
federal election can face up to $100,000 in fines and up to three years in 
prison, while also jeopardizing their ability to obtain citizenship or legally stay 
in the country. Very few are willing to take such a risk. 

Two years ago, however, the Texas Secretary of State’s Office said it had 
identified 95,000 suspected noncitizens on the voting rolls. That claim quickly 
fell apart as county elections officials examined the state’s shoddy data — but 
not before thousands of Texans received letters demanding they justify their 
voting status. Then, as now, GOP officials seem blind to the heavy-handed 
proposition of the government demanding people gather up their paperwork, 
take time away from their daily obligations and deliver proof they are not 
breaking the law by voting. 

Bettencourt’s latest bill calls for the same type of voter roll analysis that 
proved so deeply flawed two years ago: comparing names on the voting 
database to driver's license records in which people indicated they were not 
citizens. 

That process is unreliable for a couple of reasons. A person, living here legally, 
may get a driver's license months or years before they become a citizen, 
making their original driver’s license application a poor indicator of their 
current citizenship status. About 50,000 people are naturalized each year in 
Texas. 

Moreover, mix-ups are common. It’s not unusual for a couple of different 
people to have the same name and date of birth. Officials should've learned as 
much after a 2012 effort to purge dead voters from the rolls wrongly snared 
thousands of living, breathing Texans. 

Bettencourt told reporters this week the state would develop a better process 
this time for comparing voter rolls to driver’s license records. To what end? 



U.S. District Judge Fred Biery of San Antonio described the 2019 effort to find 
noncitizens on the voting rolls as “ferret(ing) the infinitesimal needles out of 
the haystack of 15 million Texas voters." It is a costly and largely fruitless 
effort. 

As we have noted before, Texas would be far better served putting its 
resources toward developing an online voter registration system, as 41 other 
states have done. Online voter registration would make it easier for people to 
register to vote. It would also reduce costs and improve the accuracy of the 
voter database, as staffers at the voter registrar’s office would not have to 
transcribe as many hand-written applications. 

We have long recognized that protecting the integrity of our elections is 
paramount. It is clear, however, that voter purge efforts find very few 
ineligible voters while jeopardizing ballot access for far too many legitimate 
voters. Texas lawmakers should stop chasing this phantom problem and focus 
their energies on real ones. 
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