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China commands our attention
T

HE 2022 Winter Olympics 
the just concluded in Beijing 
again focused the world’s 

attention on China. The games 
provided China an opportunity to 
impress a worldwide audience and 
to distract attention from criticism 
over human rights violations and 
other issues.

But there is rarely a time when 
China is not in the spotlight. With 
the world’s largest population and 
its second-largest economy, China 
commands our attention whether 
we like it or not. It occupies a 
unique place in the world, with 
other nations watching what it 
does.

For a period of decades in the 
last century, the People’s Re-
public of China was marked by 
government mismanagement, 
environmental disaster and vast 
social problems. The failure of 
Mao Zedong’s Great Leap Forward 
and the disruption of the Cultural 
Revolution left the country poor 
and struggling. The Chinese people 
suffered through times of chaos, 
turmoil and hardship.

More recently, China has had 
periods of remarkable economic 
growth and social transformation. 
China rebuilt its infrastructure and 
made massive improvements in 
the economy, lifting hundreds of 
millions of people out of poverty. 
There’s no question it has become 
a power to be reckoned with under 
a series of leaders, including Xi 
Jinping, who has exercised authori-
tarian rule since 2012.

China has mixed a command 

economy with the entrepreneur-
ship and energy of capitalism, and 
its leaders have never doubted 
their one-party system of govern-
ment. China’s focus has been on 
developing industry and defense, 
with a real emphasis on science 
and technology. Its goal is to build 
a modern, prosperous socialist 
economy by 2035 and to become the 
world’s dominant power by 2050.

Its system includes a lot of re-
strictions on economic and political 
activity. Freedoms are curtailed, 
including freedom of speech, the 
press and assembly, reflecting a 
fear of disorder that is a feature 
of Chinese history. The centrality 
of the Communist Party is unques-
tioned. There is no such thing as 
democracy in China, at least in our 
sense of the word.

The world’s view of China is 
largely negative. Surveys conducted 
in 2021 across advanced economies 
in North America, Europe and the 
Asia-Pacific region found disap-
proval of China and its policies had 
increased significantly. Eight in 
10 people in those nations faulted 
China for not respecting the per-
sonal freedom of its people. The 
Olympics are unlikely to change 
that.

In the United States, 90% of the 
public views China as a competitor 

or an adversary. Americans don’t 
like Xi’s iron-fisted control of 
China’s economy, the repression 
of China’s Uyghur minority or the 
penchant for unfair trade policies 
and theft of intellectual property.

But China has a friend in Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin. 
With the U.S. and its allies worried 
that Russia was poised to invade 
Ukraine, Putin met with Xi at the 
Olympics, and the two leaders 
showed a united front and a shared 
sense of grievance against America 
and the West. It was Xi’s first meet-
ing with another foreign leader in 
nearly two years, underscoring the 
importance of the relationship and 
evoking the time when Communist 
China and the Soviet Union stood 
against the capitalist West.

In the future of China and its 
role in the world, we can expect 
competition between authoritarian 
rule with a single-party system and 
a more democratic system empha-
sizing choice. For now, China is 
sticking with the former. It believes 
American global leadership has 
eroded and sees an opportunity.

The Chinese people are resilient 
and determined, traits they have 
developed through hard experience. 
It would be a grave mistake to un-
derestimate them.
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YOUR VIEWS
Urge for growth has led  
to world overpopulation
From: Ralph Jewell
Columbus

We hear a lot about our efforts 
to combat global climate change 
but nothing about Earth’s popula-
tion explosion.

It took over 2 million years of 
human prehistory and history for 
the human population to reach 1 
billion and only 200 years more to 
grow to 7 billion.

At worldpopulationhistory.org, 
we learn that in the first 1000 years 
A.D., Earth’s population grew from 
170,060,000 to about 1.7 times what 
it was 1,000 years earlier. In the 
next 1,020 years it grew at a rate 
23 times its growth rate during 
the first 1000 years, so that it was 
7,830,458,560 as of 2020.

Columbus’ population is now al-
most five times what it was in 1940. 
We often hear our local leaders say, 
“We’ve got to grow”. We have that 
urge. It is universal. Why?

Population growth has brought 
mass migration and mass 
homelessness.

Rep. Pence’s Capitol letter  
hypocritical and self-serving
From: Doug Showalter
Columbus

There are multiple reasons to be 
unimpressed with Rep. Greg Pence, 
but I will focus on just one – hypoc-
risy – realizing it is about the only 
thing both parties agree on.

In Pence’s Feb. 9 letter to the 
editor (“Rep. Pence: Open the 
people’s House to the American 
people”), he complains about the 
US Capitol being closed to most 
of the public since spring of 2020. 
While largely because of COVID, 
the closure is also due in part to 
the Jan. 6, 2020, insurrection (or 
reasonable political discourse for 
those who had their eyes shut). He 
fails to mention that the events of 
that day, and hence the continued 
closure of the Capitol, were caused 
by his supreme leader.

Perhaps the most offensive 
part of Pence’s letter is his stating 
that the closure “has only served 
to further isolate the American 
people from their representatives 
in government and the very people 

members of Congress serve.” That 
Greg Pence would claim to repre-
sent or serve anyone but himself 
is laughable. He must think we 
have forgotten that, following the 
attack on the Capitol, which in-
cluded threats against the life of 
his brother, then-Vice President 
Mike Pence, he went right back 
into the House chamber that same 
night and voted to overturn the will 
of the people he claims to repre-
sent. He was not alone, as 146 of his 
Republican colleagues (nearly one-
third of the House) did likewise.

Rep. Pence did this not to 
uphold the Constitution, but to 
destroy it, in a pathetic attempt to 
turn a loser into a winner. He also 
did this to protect himself from the 
wrath of said loser, which could 
jeopardize his job security.

This November, let’s make sure 
he knows we have not forgotten 
how he violated his oath on Jan. 6, 
2020. Let us elect a man or woman, 
Republican or Democrat, who will 
take seriously the oath to uphold 
the Constitution and who will rep-
resent our interests and not those 
of himself or a demagogue.
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H
UNDREDS of people turned out at 
the Bartholomew County Public 
Library last week for a protest of 

a sort. They sat and read. Some brought 
signs. No police were needed.

Certain Republican members of the 
Indiana General Assembly, including our 
local lawmakers, had better take note. 
They face a reckoning for supporting 
misguided bills aimed at muzzling teach-
ers and threatening librarians for doing 
their jobs.

This session of the Indiana General As-
sembly has produced the most audacious 
attempted assaults on our basic freedoms 
we have ever witnessed coming from the 
Statehouse. The people see it, they are re-
sponding to it, and they are calling it out 
for what it is: authoritarian censorship.

Those who turned out for the read-in 
are against Senate Bill 17. Every Hoosier 
who values freedom ought to be. Senate 
Bill 17 is a travesty, yet it lives in the 
Statehouse — a threat to potentially pros-
ecute librarians who expose minors to 
“harmful” material, even for educational 
purposes. The problem is that the bill 
itself is harmful, because one person’s 
“harmful” material may be another’s 
epiphany. The bill is harmful because the 
mission of librarians is to help people 
find what they are looking for, whether or 
not some repressive lawmaker thinks a 
book is “harmful.”

Republic reporter Brian Blair and 
photographer Mike Wolanin captured 
the scene at the library that was a piece 
of the backlash to such measures. Here 
were proud Americans, standing tall for 
their First Amendment rights by actu-
ally exercising them.

As Columbus resident Terry Clark 
astutely observed, our founders placed 
freedom of religion, freedom of speech, 
freedom of the press and freedom to 
assemble in the First Amendment, 
first among our freedoms, for a reason: 
These freedoms give us the right to 
think for ourselves and to preserve all 
the freedoms that flow from them in our 
Bill of Rights and our Constitution.

At the same time the read-in was go-
ing on, a steady stream of teachers and 
parents were at the Capitol testifying 
against the anti-teacher bill that’s also 
advancing, House Bill 1134. Days earlier, 
a letter to the editor on this page from 
a who’s who of local community leaders 
(“Local leaders oppose ‘unnecessary’ 
education bill,” Feb. 16), opposed the 
bill. Among other things, the letter said 
the bill would “suspend or revoke the li-
cense of a teacher who engages students 
in meaningful discussion about systemic 
inequity.”

The bill was amended last week in 
the Senate, but it still contains language 
that would bar instruction of certain 
“divisive concepts.” That’s still censor-
ship. And as a steady stream of teachers 
testified against the amended bill last 
week, they may as well have been talk-
ing to the wall. Lawmakers advanced the 
bill to the full Senate.

Our lawmakers aren’t listening. 
Worse, they aren’t representing the 
people’s chief interest: our First Amend-
ment rights. Let’s be clear: There is no 
saving SB 17 or HB 1134. They’re rotten 
to the core and should be discarded as 
trash. Anything less is an assault on our 
rights.

It’s a shame our lawmakers can’t take 
a lesson from 7-year-old Boden Keele, 
who was at the read-in at the library in 
Columbus. Boden’s got this figured out.

“People should be able to read what 
they want to read,” he said.

People are 
calling out 
Legislature’s 
censorship

LEE 
HAMILTON

GUEST 
COLUMNIST

CONTACT YOUR LAWMAKERS
State Sen. Chip Perfect, 
R-Lawrenceburg, District 43, 
Committees: Commerce and Technology 
(chairman); Utilities (ranking member); 
Agriculture; Natural Resources; Pensions 
and Labor; Tax and Fiscal Policy. Contact: 
Senator.Perfect@iga.in.gov or 317-232-
9400 or 800-382-9467.

State Sen. Greg Walker, R-Columbus, 
District 41, Committees: Ethics 
(chairman); Elections; Family and 
Children Services; Pensions and Labor; 
Tax and Fiscal Policy. Contact: Senator.

Walker@iga.in.gov or 317-232-9984 or 
800-382-9467.

State Rep. Sean Eberhart, 
R-Shelbyville, District 57, Committees: 
Natural Resources (chairman); Public 
Policy; Contact: h57@in.gov or 800-382-
9841 or 317-232-9793.

State Rep. Ryan Lauer, R-Columbus, 
District 59, Committees: Veterans Affairs 
and Public Safety (vice chair); Family, 
Children and Human Affairs; Local 
Government. Contact: h59@in.gov or 
800-382-9841 or 317-232-9643.

State Rep. Jim Lucas, R-Seymour, 
District 69, Committees: Government 
and Regulatory Reform; Public Policy; 
Veterans Affairs and Public Safety. 
Contact: h69@iga.in.gov or 800-382-
9841 or 317-234-9499.

U.S. Rep. Greg Pence, R-Indiana, 6th 
District, Contact: Offices — 211 Cannon 
House Office Building, Washington, DC 
20515; 529 Washington St., Columbus, IN 
47201. Committees: Transportation and 
Infrastructure, Foreign Affairs. Contact: 
812-799-5230 or 202-225-3021.


