
The Republic eEdition - 02/06/2022 Page : B04

May 16, 2022 12:25 pm (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Run for office? That’s the ticket!
O

VER the past year, many 
people have approached me 
about running for high office 

at either the state or national level.
(Well, to be perfectly honest — a 

hard practice for a fledgling politi-
cian to learn — three people have 
brought up the subject with me 
since last fall. All three were read-
ers of my Sunday writings in this 
newspaper, but only two of them 
had ever submitted “onions” in the 
daily “Around Town” column about 
my views.)

The other person — who is pos-
sibly the campaign manager for a 
person who already has announced 
candidacy for one of these offices 
— was effusive in his encourage-
ment. He said he has “prayed 
to God” someone of my caliber 
would enter the race against his 
candidate.

However, flattered as I am about 
all the support and encouragement, 
I have had a very difficult time de-
ciding where I could best serve my 
state and nation — as a senator or 
representative in the Indiana Gen-
eral Assembly or as a congressman 
from the Sixth Congressional 
District in our nation’s capital. (I 
have not considered a run for U.S. 
Senate because I am not a Marine, 
which according to ads on TV is 
the main qualification.)

I also have had to decide 
whether I would file as a Repub-
lican, a Democrat, a Libertarian 
or an independent. My bookie at 
Churchill Downs suggested I run 
as a Republican, since the odds of 
a Democrat winning any of those 
seats in the general election in 
November are traditionally about 
the same as Mr. Ed (television’s 
talking horse in the 1960 sitcom) 
winning the Triple Crown.

To qualify for the Republican 
primary election on May 3, I have 
to be a Republican. (No differ-
entiation is made among Trump 

Republicans, Reagan Republicans, 
Hoover Republicans and Lincoln 
Republicans, so that is not a stum-
bling block.)

In many states, all I would have 
to do is fill out a few papers online 
to “register” myself as a Republi-
can. In Indiana, however, no one 
can register as a member of any 
party. You become a member of 
the party of your choice by estab-
lishing a record of having voted in 
that party’s primary election in the 
past.

Truth is, I have voted in each 
party’s primaries through the years 
— depending on which had the 
most interesting races. Most often 
and most recently I have voted in 
the Democratic primaries, then 
just madly “scratched” my Novem-
ber ballot with a few votes in each 
direction.

Voting most often in the Demo-
cratic primary is a family thing, 
going back to Franklin D. Roos-
evelt’s defeat of Herbert Hoover 
in 1932. (My grandfather thought 
Hoover looked like a guy who stole 
one of his chickens, so he picked 
FDR. Most of my family has leaned 
to the “anti-chicken wing” of the 
Democrat party ever since.)

So, all through January, I 
struggled with the challenges of 
launching a campaign. I wanted to 
enter the Republican primary, but 
wasn’t sure I could qualify.

And, if I did quality, which office 
would I seek?

A run for the U.S. Congress 
seemed to be the least time con-
suming. Obviously, from the 2018 
and 2020 elections, the eventual 
winner doesn’t have to talk to the 

press, answer any hard questions 
or debate other candidates.

Then, after he wins, he just 
votes with fellow representatives 
against any legislation proposed by 
the Democrats. If the legislation 
passes and people praise it, he then 
takes credit for it. I can do that.

A run for the General Assembly 
as a Republican also is a pretty 
safe bet for victory. And if I win, I 
just line up with the GOP superma-
jority and vote as they vote. I might 
even have enough spare time to go 
off to sunny Arizona to lend moral 
support to recounts of the recounts 
of the 2020 Presidential election.

I love the idea of being elected, 
and have been leaning toward run-
ning for state office. Indianapolis is 
a lot closer to home than Washing-
ton, D.C., and the job is listed as 
just part time.

The pay also is pretty good. 
Base pay would be $22,616 a year, 
plus an extra $155 a day and $62 
for expenses any time I have to be 
at the Statehouse for a session or 
a committee meeting. According 
to a survey by The Indianapo-
lis Star, this all adds up to about 
$65,000 a year, on average, for each 
legislator.

But alas, it appears I will not be 
able to run in any party’s primary 
this year. I had planned to drive to 
Indianapolis on Monday to sign up.

Then I discovered the flaw in my 
planning. The deadline for filing 
candidacy for these offices was last 
Friday at noon.

I am so sorry my procrastina-
tion and lack of attention to detail 
has let my many supporters down. 
I will have to wait for 2024 to make 
my bid to save the nation — or at 
least the state. Very sad indeed.
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A 
presidential candidate prom-
ises to put a woman on the 
Supreme Court. Some ideal-

ists say it is identity politics at its 
worst. But pragmatists know it is a 
naked political strategy, meant to 
address weakness in a certain seg-
ment of the constituency.

Ha, ha, got you. I’m talking 
not about Joe Biden’s pledge that 
will result in the court’s first black 
female justice and get him back 
in the good graces of his zeal-
ous leftist base, but about Ronald 
Reagan’s pledge that made Sandra 
Day O’Connor the first woman on 
the court and shored up his support 
with female voters.

Just trying to get you ahead of 
the curve on where this conversa-
tion will go. Republicans will decry 
the sins of woke politics, pointing 
out along the way the irony of the 
court hearing an affirmative action 
case at a time when the newest 
justice is an affirmative action ap-
pointment. Democrats will dish out 
a giant helping of the logical fallacy, 
“So’s your old man!”

Presidents do not always get 
what they expect in a judicial ap-
pointment. Just consider Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, who chose unassuming 
moderate Republican Earl Warren, 
who joined the court and promptly 
turned the country upside-down 
with a series of decisions that used 
the Constitution as a living-docu-
ment plaything.

For the good of the country, we 
do need the best nominee, and for 
that to happen, a president needs 
to search the widest possible field. 

Any time the search field is nar-
rowed, for whatever reason, the 
odds of getting the best candidate 
are reduced.

That is the essence of the whole 
affirmative-action debate. Support-
ers insist they are widening the field 
to include previously overlooked 
groups. The truth is that they are 
narrowing it by ensuring that those 
previous groups get no serious con-
sideration this time around.

And we generally get what we 
aim for. If the goal is the best people 
possible, we will have that but are 
guaranteed nothing else. If the goal 
is the most diverse group possible, 
we will have that but are guaran-
teed nothing else. We can insist on 
individual rights, one of those pesky 
constitutional principles, or throw it 
overboard. Pick one.

Ha, ha, got you. You probably 
think I was referring to the fact 
that, in committing himself to 
choose a back female lawyer, Biden 
was narrowing the field of candi-
dates to about 2% of the population. 
I meant his nominee will likely 
come from an even smaller percent-
age, lawyers who graduated from 
Yale or Harvard, which also de-
scribes every current court member 
but one.

The exception is the newest 

member, Amy Coney Barrett, who 
graduated from Notre Dame Law 
School in South Bend and was on 
the faculty there when tapped by 
Donald Trump. How in the world 
did she sneak in?

Don’t get me wrong. I’m glad a 
Hoosier is on the court, even a non-
native who came to Indiana later 
in life. She’s certainly more rep-
resentative of the state than Chief 
Justice John Roberts, who grew 
up and went to private school here 
before moving on and becoming 
just another Ivy League member of 
the ruling class. Judging from their 
actions on the bench so far, we are 
much less likely to see latent crazy 
erupting from Barrett.

But she is a lawyer.
The Constitution doesn’t require 

justices to be lawyers. It doesn’t 
require anything in fact, not regard-
ing age or gender or race or even 
citizenship. We could, following the 
advice of William F. Buckley, just 
pick someone at random out of the 
phone book, if we still had phone 
books. That would truly widen the 
field to everyone in the United 
States.

Which, yes, I know, means we 
would likely get a nominee that 
knows little and cares less about the 
Constitution.

Like that’s never happened.

Leo Morris, columnist for The Indiana Policy Review, is 
winner of the Hoosier Press Association’s award for Best 
Editorial Writer. Morris, as opinion editor of the Fort Wayne 
News-Sentinel, was named a finalist in editorial writing by the 
Pulitzer Prize committee. Contact him at leoedits@yahoo.com. 
Send comments to editorial@therepublic.com.
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T
HE Indiana Censors, er, Senate, has 
spoken. Led by the Republican su-
permajority, they have taken bold 

action to confront our state’s leading pur-
veyor of materials harmful to children.

Librarians.
Many a child has been led down the 

primrose path by librarians. They scheme, 
tirelessly, to put knowledge in people’s 
heads. Imagine the power this gives a librar-
ian over a young, impressionable mind.

The librarian starts by giving a child a 
little taste of something like “The Lorax” by 
Dr. Seuss, or “The Giving Tree” by Shel Sil-
verstein. Harmless, right?

Yet how many innocent youth have devel-
oped a lifelong habit this way? Before long, 
they’re reading everything in sight, from “A 
Day in the Life of Marlon Bundo,” about the 
pet rabbit kept by the family of former Vice 
President Mike Pence, to “Captain Under-
pants,” about, well … we assume by its very 
title that it must be dirty.

Early exposure leads to addiction, and 
naturally, kids crave the harder stuff. As 
they grow, they may get hooked on “To Kill 
a Mockingbird” by Harper Lee. Or “Slaugh-
terhouse-Five” by Kurt Vonnegut. Or “The 
Fire Next Time” by James Baldwin. Even, 
heaven help us, “The Diary of Ann Frank.”

Some consider these books violent, dis-
gusting, even obscene. Something must be 
done!

Fortunately, heroic Indiana Superma-
jority Sen. Jim Tomes, R-Wadesville, has 
swooped in to save the day. His antidote to 
this reading madness is Senate Bill 17, which 
passed the Senate last week. As the Associ-
ated Press reported, the bill “would remove 
educational purposes as a reason that public 
schools and libraries could claim legal pro-
tection for sharing ‘harmful material’ with 
minors. That includes books and other mate-
rials deemed to be obscene, pornographic or 
violent.”

As Tomes explained, the bill ensures that 
“repugnant” and “absolutely disgusting” 
materials would not be accessible to K-12 
students. “These are not classic novels, re-
naissance pictures, excerpts from he Bible,” 
Tomes said. “… It’s about raw, nasty, filthy 
pornographic literature. Books.”

Whew! That clears it up. As long as 
Tomes — or some other unspecified person 
or persons — says it’s OK, you can read it, 
kids!

Tomes and the Indiana Senate are insult-
ing the intelligence of their constituents to 
pretend they are anything but censors. And 
Tomes is disingenuous to suggest that clas-
sics, or even seemingly innocuous material, 
would be exempt. Why do we say that? Be-
cause every book title mentioned here has 
been banned from a public library or has 
been the target of a ban. Yes, even Marlon 
Bundo, may he rest in peace.

Vonnegut, the native Hoosier literary 
icon, saluted librarians in his final work, “A 
Man Without a Country.” His dire critique 
of the nation he fought for in World War II 
noted that the America he still loved could 
be found at the front desk of a public library. 
Librarians, he wrote, “have staunchly re-
sisted anti-democratic bullies who have tried 
to remove certain books from their shelves.”

We know librarians will continue to resist 
anti-democratic bullies, and we support 
them. Librarians provide an invaluable ser-
vice from which we all benefit, if we only 
ask them.

We shouldn’t worry too much about kids 
taking out materials from their school or 
public library. We should worry, however, 
about anti-democratic bullies in the Indi-
ana General Assembly taking them out 
permanently.

Send comments to editorial@therepublic.com.
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