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So much for ‘Biden the unifier’
W

hat a disappointment. I 
hardly expected Joe Biden 
suddenly to become a 

classical liberal dedicated to recog-
nizing natural rights and advancing 
individual liberty. I did hope, 
Pollyanna-like, that he actually 
meant what he said in his inaugu-
ral address:

“Today, on this January day, 
my whole soul is in this: Bring-
ing America together. Uniting our 
people. And uniting our nation.”

He differentiated himself during 
the primaries as a more reasonable 
version of liberalism or progressiv-
ism. That seemed to work well for 
him then and in the general elec-
tion, especially as he was cheered 
along by a slavering media.

That may appear harsh, but re-
member what the New York Times 
wrote about Kamala Harris when 
she was selected as Biden’s run-
ning mate. “A practical moderate,” 
they wrote. Seriously? She scored 
a perfect 100 on the Americans for 
Democratic Action liberal/progres-
sive scale and as the number one 
liberal/progressive on Voteview’s 
nonpartisan scale. But then this 
“newspaper of record” also believes 
America’s true founding occurred 
in 1619.

I don’t know who is in charge at 
the White House, but his key advis-
ers are not doing Biden any favors. 
And who writes his speeches? Com-
pare this quote from his Atlanta 
voting rights bill speech with the 
one above:

“Do you want to be on the side 
of Dr. King or George Wallace? 
Do you want to be on the side of 
John Lewis or Bull Connor? Do you 

want to be on the side of Abraham 
Lincoln or Jefferson Davis?”

Does that sound like the 
language of a unifier? Of a self-
proclaimed “President for all 
Americans”? Of a Senate veteran 
with the reputation of reaching 
across the aisle to form coalitions 
in support of moderate legislation?

The Republican Minority 
Leader, Sen. Mitch McConnell, said 
he “did not recognize the man at 
the podium.” And this about some-
one McConnell said he has “known, 
liked and respected … for many 
years.”

Is this just a Washington Belt-
way phenomenon? Do the political, 
governmental and media elites 
there have a carefully choreo-
graphed dance that only they 
understand? Or can they truly be 
that hateful of each other? Is it all 
political theater? Or is it the worst 
part of human nature manifesting 
itself in juvenile behavior?

Regardless, shouldn’t the presi-
dent of the United States rise above 
the partisan bickering? Ronald 
Reagan, Joe Biden ain’t.

Even presidents who weren’t 
stellar examples of statesman-
ship understood the political 
implications of their public pro-
nouncements and their Oval Office 
bargaining. Think of Bill Clinton, 
who actually accomplished more 
once the Republicans took control 

of Congress. Biden might want to 
study both Reagan and Clinton as 
case studies for working with an 
opposition majority such as he will 
surely face after the 2022 elections.

It isn’t just the independents 
and moderates whom Biden is 
disappointing. It is no surprise that 
a conservative think tank like the 
Heritage Foundation would grade 
his first year as an abject failure. 
But when CNN gives him the same 
grade, that spells political trouble 
with a capital T.

Biden’s political lieutenants 
surely can read the latest polling 
data. He is setting modern polling 
records for losing support of voters. 
One glance at the Real Clear Poli-
tics webpage should give pause to 
Biden’s campaign team. Especially 
worrying should be his drop among 
independents. Even more so should 
be the disturbing datapoint that he 
has suffered the greatest decline 
within the voter cohort age 30 and 
under. Even the Millennials are 
deserting him.

No doubt I am becoming as cyn-
ical as the Washington crowd. But I 
can’t top these words from Biden’s 
inaugural speech for cynicism:

“And so today, at this time and 
in this place, let us start afresh. All 
of us. Let us listen to one another. 
Hear one another. See one another. 
Show respect to one another.”

Uh-huh. Unless, of course, you 
are among the 74 million “Jefferson 
Davises” who voted against him.

Mark Franke, an adjunct scholar of the Indiana Policy 
Review and its book reviewer, is formerly an associate 
vice-chancellor at Indiana University-Purdue University Fort 
Wayne. Send comments to editorial@therepublic.com.
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A
t about the 1:45 mark of 
President Biden’s marathon 
press conference last week, 

the pool camera panned from a 
questioner to the president, and in 
the sweep were Biden staffers in an 
adjacent hallway. In this fleeting 
image, more than one of them was 
fixated on their wristwatches. Later, 
Biden would do the same himself.

The glance at the wristwatch is 
dire political code, as Bush41 found 
out at one of his 1992 re-election de-
bates. It signals that your mind is 
somewhere else, or that you would 
rather be anywhere else. White 
House staffers seemed to be feeling 
the pressure as President Biden 
navigated the press for almost two 
hours.

Here was a 79-year-old presi-
dent, who had just brushed off a 
question from a Newsmax reporter 
about his mental soundness, taking 
a torrent of questions from a harsh 
and hostile press. “I think we’ve 
done remarkably well,” the presi-
dent said, as he recounted efforts to 
ramp up coronavirus tests and vac-
cine. “Nobody has ever organized a 
strategic operation to get as many 
shots in arms.”

Gallup measured Biden’s ap-
proval at an anemic 40% between 
Jan. 2 and 16, and for his first year, 
he averaged 49% approval. Repub-
licans sense Biden blood in the 
water, citing the 7% inflation and 
the disastrous exit of Kabul last 
August.

A Pew Research Survey con-
ducted Jan. 10-16 found President 
Biden and his Democrats face a 
daunting 10 months: 41% of U.S. 
adults approve of Biden’s job per-
formance, which is down slightly 
from September (44%) and sub-
stantially lower than last April 

(59%). Just 21% of the public is sat-
isfied with the way things are going 
in the U.S. Just 29% of Democrats 
express satisfaction with the state 
of the nation, down 18 percentage 
points since March.

President Biden sees glasses 
half full: The $1.9 trillion pan-
demic American Rescue Plan that 
brought $13 billion in federal funds 
to Indiana; and the $1.7 trillion in-
frastructure deal that will improve 
tens of thousands of bridges and 
roads and bring high speed wi-fi 
to the end of the road. The U.S. 
economy grew last year at the fast-
est pace since Ronald Reagan’s 
presidency, expanding 5.7%.

In gauging Biden’s tormented 
first year, it’s worth examining 
where other television-age presi-
dents stood after a year in office. 
The four who were defeated for 
re-election three years later were 
all over the map, with President 
Jimmy Carter at 54%, George H.W. 
Bush at 80%, and Donald Trump 
at 38%. In August 1975, President 
Gerald Ford stood at 52%.

The presidents who were re-
elected had mixed polling after 
their first year: Dwight Eisenhower 
at 71%, Richard Nixon at 63%, Bill 
Clinton at 55%, Barack Obama and 
Ronald Reagan both at 49%.

Reagan, Clinton and Obama 
were all considered roadkill follow-
ing their first mid-term elections. 
Reagan’s Republican Party lost 27 
House seats and one in the Senate. 

In 1994, Clinton saw the GOP gain 
54 House seats (including three in 
Indiana) and eight in the Senate. 
In 2010, Obama’s Democrats lost 63 
seats in the House and seven in the 
Senate.

Mid-term funk doesn’t mean 
exile from the White House. In 1984, 
Reagan’s “Morning in America” 
campaign forged an epic 49-state 
landslide win. In 1996, Clinton 
carried 31 states and D.C. for a 379-
to-159 Electoral College win (with 
49% of the popular vote) over Re-
publican Bob Dole and independent 
Ross Perot. And in 2012, Obama 
won 26 states and the District for 
332 Electoral College votes in a 
51.1-to-47.2% victory over Republi-
can Mitt Romney.

A recent Politico/Morning Con-
sult Poll revealed some better news 
for Biden: He still holds slim leads 
over Donald Trump (45-44%), Sen. 
Ted Cruz (45-39%), Mike Pence 
(44-42%), and Florida Gov. Ron De-
Santis (44-39%).

Last week’s announcement by 
U.S. Supreme Court Justice Ste-
phen Breyer that he was stepping 
down is good news for Biden and 
Democrats. Biden has promised 
to nominate a black female jus-
tice, and this administration will 
now be energized by this SCOTUS 
nomination.

While America is as polarized 
politically unlike it’s been in any 
time since the Civil War, there are 
a number of elements in play that 
would make declaring Biden and 
the Democrats toast premature at 
this point.

Brian Howey is publisher of Howey Politics Indiana at www.
howeypolitics.com. Find Howey on Facebook and Twitter @
hwypol. Send comments to editorial@therepublic.com.

C6 The Republic, Columbus, Ind., Thursday, February 3, 2022

T
EACHERS just never seem to catch 
a break. Even though most of them 
go above and beyond to provide 

our children the best possible education, 
some of our state lawmakers appear to 
have it out for them.

In addition to teaching our children to 
read and write and do algebra, we expect 
teachers to align instruction with man-
dated state standards that anyone can 
see at in.gov/doe/students/indiana-aca-
demic-standards. We expect teachers to 
provide individual attention to struggling 
students. We expect teachers to coach and 
assist with extracurricular activities. We 
expect teachers to keep the peace in the 
classroom and in the hallways between 
class, then find time for all manner of 
bureaucratic busy work.

We expect and expect and expect.
And the truth is, we expect them to 

do all they do for salaries nowhere near 
what they’re worth. Yet they teach any-
way, because it’s a calling: they are 
inspired to teach and to ignite in young 
people the love of learning.

Given all they do — and especially all 
they’ve done throughout this pandemic 
— you’d think Hoosier teachers would 
be due a little respect. But that’s the last 
thing they’re getting from the Indiana 
General Assembly’s Republican superma-
jority.

Consider House Bill 1134, authored 
by State Rep. Tony Cook, R-Cicero. As 
The Republic’s Mark Webber reported 
last week, that bill, among other things, 
“would limit what teachers can say in 
class on sensitive subjects, prohibiting 
them from using materials that ‘present 
any form of racial or sex-stereotyping or 
blame on the basis of sex, race, ethnicity, 
religion, color, national origin, or political 
affiliation.’”

So much for history, social studies, lit-
erature, civics, current events and more. 
In fact, many of the state’s very educa-
tional standards that we insist teachers 
teach would be swept up by such sweep-
ing language.

This legislation is a teacher trap and 
an embarrassing assault on education. 
Regardless, the bill received the support 
of local Reps. Ryan Lauer, R-Columbus, 
and Jim Lucas, R-Seymour, and it passed 
the House last week in a 60-37 vote.

There’s good reason to believe, or at 
least hope, that this bill will die in the 
Indiana Senate without being called to 
a committee hearing. Senate President 
Pro Tem Rodric Bray pulled the plug on 
a similar Senate bill recently, conceding 
“there is no path forward for it and it will 
not be considered.” There should be no 
path forward for HB 1134, either.

Lawmakers ought to be ashamed such 
anti-education legislation. More over, 
they should be ashamed of how little they 
support Indiana teachers and education 
in general. Lawmakers may offer faint 
praise now and then, but as the song says, 
it’s money that matters.

And on that subject, Indiana gets a fail-
ing grade. According to the National Edu-
cation Association, Indiana ranked 42nd 
out of the 50 states in average teacher sal-
ary in 2021. We ranked 41st in per-student 
spending on education. Meanwhile, Indi-
ana lawmakers sit atop a budget surplus 
of some $4 billion. 

Even if you never got algebra, you 
know something just doesn’t add up here.

If state lawmakers really cared about 
education, they would spend more time 
adequately funding it and less time trying 
to restrict it.

Send comments to editorial@therepublic.com.
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